Comparison of folate levels in convulsing and non-convulsing febrile children.
The relationship between folic acid levels and occurrence of convulsion in febrile subjects was studied in thirty-two children aged 8 months to 5 years. Both the serum and red cell folate levels were significantly higher in the febrile children who convulsed than in those who did not convulse. When the period of convulsion was more than thirty minutes, there was a significant rise in the red cell folate. These results suggest that the accumulation of folate in the serum and red cell may be causally related to the development of the convulsing state in febrile children.